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Oak Processionary Moth (OPM): 
2021 Briefing

Andrew Hoppit– Forestry Commission
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2021 Operational Programme

1. Limit the rate of spread and reduce the impact of OPM on tree health 
and human/animal health

2. Robustly deal with new findings that threaten the development of a 
new outbreak centre

3. Maintain the range of control activities (survey, control & comms)

4. Provide an operational ‘test and development’ function to build 
knowledge and evidence

5. Continue building a partnership approach to OPM management, and 
landowner/manager expertise in managing OPM.
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Where did OPM come from?
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OPM at present
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Modelling from 2011
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Lifecycle
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2021 plans

Budget £1.7million

Survey (£640k)
Control(£750k)
Database Support 
(£110k)
Research/Evidence, 
Comms and Materials 
(£200k)
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Egg Plaque

2cm



10

OPM 1-2 instar March-April

21st March 2014

11th April 2015

9th April 2016

31st March 2017

16th April 2018

1st April 2019

6th April 2020

14th April 2020 
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Bud Burst 16th April 2021 Alexandra Palace
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OPM 3 instar (late April-May)

Ged Hayward-APHA
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OPM 3 to 4 instar (late May)

Ged Hayward-APHA
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Stage 5-6 (Mid June)
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Procession
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Nests

Max Blake (Forest Research)

Silk trail
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Heavy Infestation
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Nest with cocoons

Shed 
skin
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OPM female (top left), male (bottom left)

© Bill Stanworth 

Mid-July to early 
September OPM is 
caught in pheromone 
traps
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Control-Natural Predators?

Carcelia iliaca is a fly. It parasitizes the older OPM 
larvae and then completes its development in the 
nest, before overwintering and emerging in the 
following spring. Not a native to the UK.



21

OPM interceptions 2019

• 98 positive findings so far 
• 6 in Scotland
• 3 in Wales
• 89 in England (5 nursery 

sites and 84 in the wider 
environment)
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Ellesmere Port
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Ellesmere Port – wider environment

Nest



24

2020 Visual Survey
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OPM Kent
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Tree Alert
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Public Health – Larval Hairs
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Public Health – Symptoms
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Human Health Reports
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Larval Feeding Damage
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Plant Health Impacts
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OPM Survey form  Using the Survey123 app 

• https://arcg.is/0K1PWn

• The pin is 110707

• Test the app up to 15th

May
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Thanks to our partners...and many more


